TheInterfaith Council of Contra Costa County

December 2006—January 2007

Coming Events

Bell Choir Celebration of Christ’s Birth
Saturday, December 2, 6:30 p.m.
Walnut Creek Community of Christ
1786 — 2" Ave., Walnut Creek

All are invited to this celebratory event. Refreshments
will be served. For more information, contact
kfletcher52@yahoo.com.

Project Homeless Connect
Thursday, December 7, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Richmond Auditorium
403 Civic Center Plaza, Richmond

Partners around the county are organizing this one-day,
one-stop shop to offer a variety of services to people ex-
periencing homelessness. Volunteers and in-kind dona-
tions are being solicited. High priority donations include
new socks, underwear and sweats, quality jeans, sleep-
ing bags, adults backpacks and hygiene kits. To help,
contact Felix at (925) 313-6124 or projecthomeless-
conect@hsd.cccounty.us.

The Bethlehem Experience
Friday through Sunday, December 8 to 9
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette

Come for a guided tour through the marketplace of Beth-
lehem on the night of Jesus’ birth. For more information,
call (925) 284-4765.

Let Justice Roll Like a River:
A Commemoration of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Monday, January 15, 12:00 noon
Walnut Creek Civic Center
Civic Park (corner of Broadway and Civic)

We gather again for this annual event to remember Dr.
King’s legacy of seeking peace with justice. Enjoy the
music, inspirational speeches, and keynote by Birming-
ham native, Lester Cobb. For more information, call
(925) 934-0759.

Reconstituting Meeting of Health and Faith-in-
Action Committee
Wednesday, January 10, 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.

Interfaith Council office

1543 Sunnyvale Ave., Walnut Creek

If you are interested in the intersection between health and

faith, please join this re-forming group that will explore heal-
ing and health care from spiritual perspectives. Call to con-
firm your attendance at (925) 933-6030.

Signs of Hope in an Emerging Universe
Friday through Sunday, January 12 to 14
San Damiano Retreat, Danville

Come for an extraordinary and hope-filled conversation as
noted physicist/cosmologist Dr. Brian Swimme and parish
priest Fr. Brian Joyce find harmony with the Canticle of St.
Francis and the New Story of our evolving universe. They
will also take a fresh look at the Christian faith, Jesus, the
Church, death and the afterlife. You may attend the key-
note presentation on Friday, January 12 at 8:00 p.m. ($20
at door) or the whole conference ($165-195). Contact
(925) 837-9141 or www.sandamiano.org to register.

Caring Hands Volunteer Training
Friday, January 19, 8:45 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
John Muir Medical Center, Walnut Creek

You can lend a hand to frail, isolated or disabled seniors
through friendly visiting, transportation, errands, respite
care, light household tasks or minor home repairs. To sign
up (by July 9), contact Carol or Linda at (925) 952-2999 or
visit www.johnmuirhealth.com/caring_hands.

All the Rivers of Paradise: Christian Responsibility in
an Interfaith World
PSR Earl Lectures
Tuesday through Thursday, January 23-25
First Congregational Church of Berkeley

The theme for this annual event, sponsored by the Pacific
School of Religion, is of particular interest. Lecturers and
preachers include Mahmoud Mustafa Ayoub (professor of
Islamic studies and comparative religion at Temple Univer-
sity), Bernice Powell Jackson (president of the World Coun-
cil of Churches for North America), Tat-siong Benny Liew
and Choan-Seng Song (both PSR professors). Our own
Interfaith Council will be featured in a workshop as well.
For registration information (only $75 before January 1)
contact (510) 849-8274 or www.psr.edu.
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Your Participation Desired
1.

The Mountain View Family Shelter in Martinez is looking for congregational and other groups to fill many weeks

in the new year by providing dinners to the residents. So many of you have been faithful in giving this service. If
you can help again in the new year, please contact Gloria deVries at (925) 228-6920. The general need is for a
week (Monday through Friday) of meals, but you may also provide for a single meal a month.

The Earl Lectures at the Pacific School of Religion, as advertised in “Coming Events,” are a wonderful opportu-

nity for continuing education that is local and substantial. This year’s theme, “All the Rivers of Paradise: Christian
Responsibility in an Interfaith World,” is right down our alley. And it doesn’t hurt that the venue is right down the

street, figuratively.

Most events of the three-day event (January 23-25) happen at the First Congregational Church of Berkeley, which is
located on the immediate south side of the Cal Berkeley campus. There are some registration materials in the Inter-
faith Council office. You may also get some by calling (510) 849-8274 or by visiting www.psr.edu.

You can also come to a workshop led by leaders of our organization, entitled “Evolving Into Interfaith,” which will
be held on both Wednesday the 24™ (3:30 to 4:45 p.m.) and Thursday the 25" (10:45 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.)
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Transitions

A fond farewell to the Rev. Bryn Smallwood-Gar cia, who leaves Orinda Community Church to become senior pastor at
The Congregational Church of Brookfield, Connecticut (a church that will celebrate their 250" anniversary next year). She
writes, “While it does grieve me deeply to have to leave such dear friends behind, after nearly eight years here, | am looking
forward to what lies ahead for me and my family...No one likes to say ‘good bye,” but | hope these last few months together
can include celebration of all we have been able to accomplish together. Our Learning Community, youth, and parent
groups are thriving, our worship isvital and alive, and our ministries of study, prayer, fellowship, pastoral care and outreach
arefull of dedicated and sincere disciples who reach out to others daily, in Christ’s name. On apersona note, | feel particu-
larly blessed by the gift it has been to share in nearly a decade of collegial ministry with my friend and fellow pastor Frank
Baldwin. With him, al of you have mentored me an encouraged me to grow into this new call, and | hope you can rejoice
with me in this new opportunity to serve Christ’s church.”

Farewell also to the Rev. Mary Naegeli, who leaves First Presbyterian Church in Concord and will be taking some time off from minis-
try.
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. _______________________________________________________________________________________|
Annual Meeting Benediction

Some of you requested the words spoken by the Rev. Will McGarvey at the conclusion of the annual meeting. Here they are,
having been adapted from a poem by Souza.

“With the freedom of the children of God,
graciously given to you through each of your faith traditions:

Dance like nobody’s watching, Live like it's heaven on earth,
Love like you'll never get hurt, Touching those around you with the love, joy, and peace of God.
Work like you don't need the money, Go in peace.”

Shop with an eye for the needy,
Sing like only God is listening,




WINTER NIGHTS GLEANINGS
November Host Congregations

Warm, safe nights, delicious meals, generous volun-
teers, transportation and other services were pro-
vided by First Baptist Church of Antioch, Shell
Ridge Community Church & Bnai Tikvah, Lafay-
ette-Orinda Presbyterian Church, and St. Joan of
Arc Catholic Church for those families that needed
shelter during November. Christ Community
Church, PCA, Walnut Creek, brought support ser-
vices.

As the month ends, Winter Nights Shelter is hous-
ing: 1 baby, 1 toddler, two 12-year-olds, two 14-
year-olds, one 13-year-old, one 17-year-old, four
mothers, three fathers, and four seniors. These
guests join the staff in sending thanks to the host
congregations.

Winter Nights Van

Hedco Foundation granted $6,500.00 to Winter
Nights Shelter for purchasing a 15-passenger van,
which doubles the number of seats we’ve had for
the past two sessions. Our “new” van has 74,000
miles on the odometer, drives like a charm, passed
a mechanical inspection with flying colors, and has
been smog-checked. For the past two years, we've
transported children and adults in 7 passenger
vans, which were donated to us in good condition.
They served us well, and we’ll continue to use the
green van. But this large van is what we've needed
to offer services beyond driving students to school.

We send our thanks to the Hedco Foundation and
to our grant writer, Lorri Gazzano.

Winter Nights Shelter Featured Four Times
in November

Four recent events featured the Winter Nights Shel-
ter: The Interfaith Peace Concert “Humanity as
Family,” the Lamorinda Interfaith Ministerial Alli-
ance, and Thanksgiving Masses at St. Perpetua and
Christ the King Parishes. A combination of offering
collections and apron sales took place. We are
greatly pleased to be chosen.

Blind Dog Band’s Generosity
Jackie Pels and Jill Harcke asked those attending
their combined party to make a donation to the Win-

ter Nights Shelter as a birthday gift, and the funds
were sent to us. But it didn’t end there. The band
that played at the party, the Blind Dog Band—a
talented and entertaining group—requested that
their band’s fee of $400 go to Winter Nights Shelter.
Thank you, Blind Dog Band members. Your gen-
erosity warmed Jackie and Jill's hearts, and suffice
to say we were thrilled.

Two Holiday Shopping Ideas

Looking for a gift that is unique? We have two sug-
gestions for you: Winter Nights Aprons and Lov-
ing Neighbor Gift Cards.

1) The aprons with embroidered WN logo in color
and pockets at the bottom sell for $20, with half
of that amount going to shelter funding.

2) You can order a Loving Neighbor Gift Card and
choose the amount of your gift to Winter Nights
as a holiday remembrance for a friend or ac-
quaintance. Aprons and cards will be sent to
you if you'll call Gwen Watson at 925-930-9965.

Winter Nights Appeal Letter

The annual WN Appeal Letter was mailed in Octo-
ber, and our benefactors have been responding with
generosity, for which we are most grateful.

Martin Luther King Day will be here before we
know it.

When: January 15, 2007 at Noon at the Walnut
Creek Civic Park Community Center. We work with
the Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice Center to put this
program together every year. We are looking for
people who have ideas and time (for one or two
meetings) to help plan this important observance.

Please call the Interfaith Council Office (925-933-
60300 if you want to participate in planning this great
gathering! You will be notified about the meeting.

Eldercare Services Support Groups

When concerns of aging family members are part of
every day, when they interfere with work, your
health or other relationships, you need to join a sup-
port group. Such groups are currently meeting on a
monthly basis at the offices of Eldercare Services,
1808 Tice Valley Blvd. in Walnut Creek. Call (925)
937-2018 to join one of these free groups.




Please pray for:

First United Presbyterian Church, Martinez

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Orinda

St. Luke's Episcopal Church, Walnut Creek

St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Walnut Creek

Pilgrim Congregational Church, Walnut Creek
Winter Nights Clients and volunteers

Non-profit groups working to improve the lives of the
poor worldwide

An end to the violence in our county, Alameda County
and San Francisco

Rev. Tindey and the youth he serves

Thank You Corner

The Interfaith Council greatly appreciates all of its
volunteers, board members, Singing Messengers
and committee members and financia supporters.
Without your warm spirit of cooperation, we could
accomplish nothing. In this season of Thanksgiv-
ing, we give thanks for you all.

We thank our hardworking newsletter volunteers
for donating their time so that YOU can receive
news and information about what we do. Thanksto
Madeline Gomes, Mary Hogan, Edith & Jim Reed,
Dick Shumaker, Dolores White, Ruth Wittman and
Jean Witucki.
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